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addresses in this interview were dignified and friendly, each magni-
fying- the other's actions, and offering congratulations upon his
success. But when they came to the matter of their conference or
treaty, they could agree on no fair or equitable terms of any kind,
but even came to harsh words against each other, Pompey upbraiding
Lucullus with avarice, and Lucullus retorting ambition upon Pom-
pey, so that their friends could hardly part them. Lucullus remain-
ing in Galatia, made a distribution of the lands within his conquests,
and gave presents to whom he pleased; and Pompey encamping not
far distant from him, sent out his prohibitions, forbidding the exe-
cution of any of the orders of Lucullus, and commanded away all
his soldiers, except sixteen hundred, whom he thought likely to be
unserviceable to himself, being disorderly and mutinous, and whom
he knew to be hostile to Lucullus; and to these acts he added satirical
speeches, detracting openly from the glory of his actions, and giving"
out that the battles of Lucullus had been but with the mere stage-
shows and idle pictures of royal pomp, whereas the real war against a
genuine army, disciplined by defeat, was reserved to him, Mithri-
dates having now begun to be in earnest, and having betaken himself
to his shields, swords, and horses. Lucullus, on the other side, to be
even with him, replied, that Pompey came to fight with the mere
image and shadow of war, it being- his usual practice, like a lazy
bird of prey, to come upon the carcass when others had slain the
dead, and to tear in pieces the relics of a war.
Thus he had appropriated to himself the victories over Sertorius,
over Lepidus, and over the insurgents under Spartacus; whereas this
last had been achieved by Crassus, that obtained by Catulus, and the
first won by Metellus. And therefore it was no great wonder that the
glory of the Pontic and Armenian war should be usurped by a man
who had condescended to any artifices to work himself into the honor
of a triumph over a few runaway slaves.
After this Lucullus went away, and Pompey having placed his
whole navy in guard upon the seas betwixt Phoenicia and Bosphorus,
himself marched against Mithridates, who had a phalanx of thirty
thousand foot, with two thousand horse, yet durst not bid him battle.
He had encamped upon a strong mountain where it would have been
hard to attack him, but abandoned it in no long time as destitute of
water. No sooner was he gone but Pompey occupied it, and observing
the plants that were thriving there, together with the hollows which
he found in several places, conjectured that such a plot could not be
without springs, and therefore ordered his men to sink wells in every
corner. After which there was, in a little time, great plenty of water
throughout all the camp, insomuch that he wondered how it was pos-
sible for Mithridates to be ignorant of this, during all that time of his
encampment there. After this Pompey followed him to his next camp,